
Partnerships for Enhanced 
Engagement in Research (PEER): 
Finding A USG‐Supported Partner



How Can I Find a Partner?
• Visit the Find a USG-Supported Partner page on the PEER 

web site and look through the instructions and links



How Can I Find a Partner?
Check the agency with interests closest to your field: 
• USDA: research on agricultural production, food safety, 

agricultural economics, environment and natural 
resources

• USGS: geology, water, or soil science
• NASA: Earth observations for research in water 

resources, disasters, health and air quality, ecology, 
land use/cover change or SERVIR-related research

• NIH: health

• Smithsonian: biodiversity and environmental studies

• NSF: a broad range of science and engineering 
disciplines.



How Can I Find a Partner?

• The nine eligible agencies have links 
to online search sites;

• Please review our Find a USG-
Supported Partner page carefully.



NASA



National Science Foundation



Smithsonian Institute



USDA – ARS and USFS



USGS



Eligibility of a USG‐Supported

• The USG partner must a staff scientist at one 
of the nine PEER eligible agency or have an 
active grant from one of the eligible agencies.

• If the USG partner is supported by a grant, 
that grant must be active for at least the first 
12 months of your project.



Tips for Contacting a New Partner
• Introduce yourself and your position 
• Explain how you found the potential partner (websites, 

agency databases provided by the agencies, research paper, 
conference proceedings, colleagues)

• State your interest in the potential partner’s research
• Explain the pre-proposal you are preparing for PEER 
• Explain the PEER program and the requirement to 

collaborate with a USG-supported partner (include a link to 
the current solicitation and FAQs) 

• Explain how you think the USG-supported partner’s work 
would contribute to your PEER project AND how your current 
and/or future work could potentially benefit the U.S. partner 

• State that you’d like to discuss collaborations further 
• Include your contact information and your expectation to hear 

back from the USG-supported partner
• Invite your potential research partner to contact  their agency 

POC and PEER staff at the U.S. National Academy of 
Sciences at peer@nas.edu with questions about the program 


